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that calm which had succeeded the effervescence of
the Revolution, and of those great men who had led
the Revolution to a successful issue. The assembly
which accepted the task of composing the second
constitution was small; but George Washington was
its President, and it contained the choicest talents and
the noblest hearts which had ever appeared in the
New World. This national commission, after long
and mature deliberation, offered to the acceptance of
the people the body of general laws which still rules
the Union. All the States adopted it successively.
The New Federal Government commenced its func-
tions in 1789, after an interregnum of two years. The
Revolution of America terminated when that of
France began.
The first question which awaited the Americans
was intricate, and by no means easy of solution: the
object was so to divide the authority of the different
States which composed the Union that each of them
should continue to govern itself in all that concerned its
internal prosperity, while the entire nation, represented
by the Union, should continue to form a compact
body, and to provide for the general exigencies of the
people. It was as impossible to determine before-
hand, with any degree of accuracy, the share of
authority which each of two governments was to enjoy,
as to foresee all the incidents in the existence of a
nation.
The obligations and the claims of the Federal
Government were simple and easily definable, because
the Union had been formed with the express purpose
of meeting the general exigencies of the people ; but
the claims and obligations of the States were, on the
' other hand, complicated and various, because those
Governments had penetrated into all the details of
social life. The attributes of the Federal Government